The research is a collaboration of both School of Nursing and the College of Engineering, in conjunction with the nursing and therapy staff at Jewish Geriatric Services. The team’s purpose is to critically examine the contribution of the physical and work environment to increasing the risk that residents will fall. The project will entail: A review of literature in both the health care literature and the engineering literature regarding physical environments and healthcare staff workflow in reducing residents risk for falling; Interviews with staff and residents about the environmental contribution to residents falls; A review of the contribution of the environment to falls during the last year; An analysis of the physical layout of the facilities, and a proposal for redesign to improve patient safety.  The focus of the student researchers will be on the following:  What factors are responsible for the falls of residents in their bedrooms, intrinsic or extrinsic?  How may the bedroom be redesigned to reduce risk of injury and provide a more ergonomic design for the residents?  
