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Scheduling Notes
· Dr. Dorner will be teaching CEE 370 instead of Dr. Reckhow.  

· Dr. Reckhow and Dr. Tobiason will be teaching CEE 371.  
Quote
“Engineering is the professional art of applying science to the optimum conversion of natural resources to the benefit of man.” Ralph J. Smith
Save the Date

2/19: Holiday; President’s Day

2/22: CEE Career Fair

3/17: Spring Vacation begins after last class
3/26: Classes resume

3/27: Mid-semester date

4/4: 2007 Fall Pre-Advising 4:00 to 7:00 pm in the Gunness Student Center
4/16: Holiday; Patriot’s Day

4/17: Monday class schedule will be followed 

5/1: Seniors begin picking up commencement tickets

5/15: Last day of classes

5/16: Reading Day

5/24: Last day of final exams.  Semester ends.  

5/26: University Undergraduate Commencement

5/27: College of Engineering Commencement 

Undergrad Student Handbooks are available on line at http://www.ecs.umass.edu/cee/cee_web/acad_undergrad.htm
Contact Us
nofio@ecs.umass.edu
	THE BRIDGE

Newsletter for 
Students of
Civil and Environmental Engineering

UMASS – AMHERST

January  2007
[image: image7.jpg]


New Dual Degrees in Management and Engineering
From: http://www.ecs.umass.edu
AMHERST, Mass. – Beginning in September 2007, the University of Massachusetts Amherst will offer three new dual-degree options that will integrate graduate study in management and engineering. The three degrees—the M.B.A./M.S. in Civil Engineering, the M.B.A./M.S. in Industrial Engineering and the M.B.A./M.S. in Environmental Engineering—will not only allow students to reap the career benefits of an education in both management and engineering, but will enable them to complete all their M.B.A. and M.S. coursework in three years instead of the four it would have taken if they had studied the two disciplines separately.

The new degree options are the latest in a growing number of interdisciplinary initiatives between the Isenberg School of Management and the College of Engineering. The two schools offer the project-based course, Technology Management: Innovation and Entrepreneurship, which introduces students in business, science and engineering to the entrepreneurial process that brings innovations in science and engineering to the marketplace. 
The schools also sponsor an annual business plan competition, The Technology Innovation Challenge, and offer a minor in business for engineering undergraduates. “All of these collaborations involve the integration of business skills with innovation in science and technology—crucial skills for our graduates’ competitiveness in the global economy,” says Soren Bisgaard, dean of the Isenberg School. 

“At least one-third of the College of Engineering’s graduates wind up in management,” says Michael Malone, dean of the College of Engineering. “For them and many of our other graduates, business skills have become survival skills.” That is borne out by a recent study by the National Science Foundation (NSF), which shows that graduates with both engineering and management degrees attain leadership positions in industry at about twice the rate of those with only one of the two degrees. 
The Isenberg School’s full-time residential M.B.A. program has gained national recognition for its high selectivity. Meanwhile, the College of Engineering features nine national research centers, 16 faculty who’ve received the NSF’s most prestigious award for young academics and students who collectively earn the highest average GPA on campus. “The engineering M.B.A./M.S. students will take their M.B.A. courses with our full-time residential M.B.A. students,” says Eric Berkowitz, Isenberg School associate dean of professional programs. “That will add great interdisciplinary synergy to the classroom. Without question, students who complete our M.B.A./M.S. programs will graduate with a considerable competitive advantage.” 
Civil Fair 2007 

WHAT:     Civil Fair 2007
WHERE:   Gunness Student Center 

WHEN:     Thursday, February 22nd from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
WHO:       All students interested in Civil Engineering careers  

The Civil and Environmental Engineering Department invite all CEE students to attend the Civil Fair.  The Civil Fair is a wonderful opportunity for firms and companies to seek qualified interns, co-ops and full-time employees and it is also an opportunity for you to connect with employers!   

Some of the companies attending this year include:   

· Alstom Power Inc. 

· Connecticut Dept. of Transportation 

· Consigli Construction Co., Inc.

· Fuss & O'Neill, Inc.

· GEI Consultants 

· GeoDesign, Inc.

· J.F. White Contracting Co.
· Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Works
· MA Highway Department

· Rizzo Associates 
· Tata & Howard, Inc.

· Tighe & Bond

· Traffic Solutions, LLC

· US Army Corps of Engineers

· Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.

· Weston & Sampson 
· Woodard & Curran 
FE Exam Information
2007 NCEES Exam Dates are April 20 (PE, PLS), 21 (FE, FLS) and October 26 (PE, PLS), 27 (FE, FLS) 

For more information and study guides for the FE exam please visit the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) website at:  http://www.nspe.org/lc1-examprep.asp
Kate Mills-Basketball Minutewoman

Kate Mills, CEE student and Minutewoman established new career-highs with 24 points and 12 rebounds.  She was 6-for-8 from the field and 12-for-14 at the free throw line!  Kate is fifth in the A-10 and 23rd nationally shooting 53% (125-235) from the floor!  Way to go Kate!  
Faculty News 

Message from Dr. Collura 

As the outgoing Interim Department Head, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the team effort on the part of the faculty and staff over the last five months to ensure that the Department kept moving in the right direction and remained productive.  I would like to thank Dr. Reckhow for his willingness to assume the continuing responsibility of Interim Department Head. With the continued support of the faculty and staff, I am confident that Dr. Reckhow will find the experience of Interim Department Head as positive, productive and rewarding as I did. 

Message from Dr. Reckhow, Interim Department Head

It is my pleasure to serve as Interim Department Head of CEE starting January 1, 2007.  Over the next several months a CEE search committee will be hard at work looking for a permanent Department Head.  We anticipate the new Department Head will start in the fall 2007 or spring 2008.  In the meantime, I’d like to express my appreciation for the great job Professor Collura has done in his 5-month tenure as Interim Department Head.  Please take the opportunity to say thanks the next time you see him.
Spring Tentative Graduation List 

· David Aufiero
· Michelle Nolte
· John Ballas
· Noam Perlmutter
· Roger Beaudoin
· Brent Richard
· Lukas Bradley
· Hugo Rivera
· Duken Brown
· Seth Rowell
· Paul Chang
· Yevgeniy Saykin
· Thomas Chase
· Thomas Schack
· Julie Gagen
· Brian Scott
· Elsbeth Hearn 
· Christina Stauber
· Ethan Jackson
· Matthew Sullivan
· Scott Lansing
· Kathryn Szymaszek
· Ryan Leblanc
· Diego Torres-Palma
· Nicole Lussier
· Michael Visniewski 
· Kevin McKinley
· Ethan Wilkins
· Claudel Meronnis
· Russell Winans 
· Scott Munroe
· Kenneth Wong 
If your name appears here and you are not planning to graduate after this semester or if you are planning to graduate after this semester and your name is not on this list please see Jodi Ozdarski in 226 Marston Hall as soon as possible.  Each student must check with Dr. Lardner in 234A Marston Hall to be certified for graduation.

Scholarship News 
The College of Engineering will be selecting undergraduate students to receive Engineering Scholarship awards for the Fall 2007-Spring 2008 academic year. The awards come from a variety of sources within the College and vary in amount and number (based on available resources). The application will be used to consider you for any Engineering scholarships you are eligible for. The selections are made by a Faculty Scholarship Committee. Students who are currently freshman (but will be sophomores Fall '07) are eligible to apply, as are current sophomores and juniors.  These scholarships are used to help meet the financial needs of deserving engineering students. Different awards vary in their eligibility criteria. In general, academic performance (2.5 GPA or higher), financial need, and activities are the primary criteria for full-time students majoring in engineering.  The deadline to return completed applications is February 15, 2007.  You will be notified in May if you have received an award. Please note: the scholarship application process will only be done once a year. Therefore, it is very important that you complete your application by February 15th to be eligible for any scholarships for next fall (2007) and spring semester (2008).  For more information please visit:   http://www.ecs.umass.edu/scholarship.html
Fall 2007 Pre-Registration

Advising will be on Wednesday, April 4th from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the Gunness Student Center.  

News from Student Engineering Groups 

EWB (Engineers Without Borders)

Faculty Advisors: Dr. Ahlfeld and Dr. Tobiason 
President: Tom Chase and Vice President: Julie Gagen
Submitted by Julie Gagen 
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The Engineers Without Borders – UMass Student Chapter lead by Dr. Tobiason recently returned from their second trip to the Namawanga Village in the Western Province of Kenya.  Their mission was to analyze and develop the existing drinking water sources and test potential borehole sites.  Tom Chase and Molly Cronin headed the spring box improvements which involved controlling contamination through surface water intrusion.  Drainage to control storm water runoff and fencing were placed around the perimeter to prevent livestock from contaminating the water supply.  Mary Serdakowski and Julie Gagen analyzed water quality of the Village’s 14 spring boxes.  In addition to lab samples, a bacterial analysis was completed with the assistance of an in-field incubator engineered by recent graduate Christopher Arsenault.  Elsbeth Hearn and professional mentor Eric Lehan used an Earth Resistivity Meter from the Geosciences Department to investigate the subsurface for potential borehole locations.  In addition, the group used the CEE 121 GPS units to create a map of the village.  
The group is scheduled to have a full presentation of the trip Tuesday, February 20th at 6:00 pm.  The location is to be announced.  
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ITE (Institute of Transportation Engineers)

Faculty Advisors: Dr. Mike Knodler 

President: Heather Rothenberg
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Vice President for Public Outreach: David Hurwitz 
Vice President for University Outreach: Dwayne Henclewood 

Secretary: Kevin Moriarity

Treasurer: Elsa Chan

Webmaster:  Jenn Kennedy
2007 ITE Officers:  Jenn, Elsa, Kevin, Heather, David, & Dwayne.

STUDENT CHAPTER ATTENDS NEITE ANNUAL MEETING—FORMER PRESIDENT RECEIVES YOUNG PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Submitted by Heather Rothenberg

Members of the UMass ITE Student Chapter attended the NEITE Annual Meeting held in Warwick, RI on December 4, 2006.  This was an opportunity for students to meet employers, and participate in NEITE official business.  Members of the student chapter also had the opportunity to catch up with recent UMass alumni to learn more about their work since graduating.  At this event, Michelle Langone, UMass ITE Student Chapter President for the 2005 calendar year, was awarded the NEITE Young Professional Award.  The award was presented to   Michelle by Neil Boudreau, NEITE President, for her “outstanding contributions to the New England Section of ITE as recent chapter president at UMass and as a Chronicle Staffer while emerging as a transportation professional.”  Michelle currently works as a Transportation Engineer at Howard Stein Hudson in Boston, MA.   

UPS DISTRIBUTION CENTER FIELD TRIP GIVES STUDENTS A GLIMPSE INSIDE SHIPPING GIANT
Submitted by Heather Rothenberg

Members of the Student Chapter visited the West Springfield UPS Distribution Center on November 10, 2006.  Students were invited to the facility to watch the morning departure of 140 package carrying trucks in a roughly 15 minute window.  Following the departure of the vehicles, Susan Pare, of UPS, took the time to describe the logistics of that departure as well as discuss and answer questions on the package receipt and sorting processes, general logistics, preloading systems driver training, international package management, technology used to monitor package and driver locations, and other related topics.
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INTRAMURAL VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
Submitted by Heather Rothenberg

During the Fall 2006 semester, the Student Chapter formed a team to participate in the UMass intramural volleyball league.  As part of the “Just for Fun” league, the team included seasoned pros and first-timers.  The team even qualified for playoffs which took place the week after Thanksgiving.  

Locate and Name This Bridge! 
In the spring of 1995, the largest double-swing-span bridge in the United States was dismantled and replaced in only nine days. This bridge was originally constructed in 1952 as a two-lane highway designed to carry no more than 15,000 vehicles a day. By 1995, the population around the bridge had increased so much that the structure was carrying in excess of 27,000 vehicles a day. To make matters worse, the machinery that rotated the massive swing spans often experienced mechanical problems. In short, the bridge was a major headache.

Engineers considered several designs to ease congestion -- from building a tunnel to constructing a new bridge upstream -- but the least expensive option proved to be reconstruction of the existing bridge. So between May 4 and May 13, 1995, about 2,500 feet of truss and swing spans -- complete with pavement, light poles, and barrier walls -- were floated in six sections over 40 miles to the bridge site. It marked the first time in engineering history that such an enormous bridge was assembled off site and floated into place. The new four-lane bridge is three times wider than the original bridge and can now carry up to 50,000 vehicles daily.

Email your answer with the location and name of this bridge to nofio@ecs.umass.edu and correct entries will be eligible to win a prize!  The winner will be drawn on February 16, 2007!  Last issue’s bridge was the Natchez Trace Bridge in Tennessee.  Congratulations to Matt Skelly who was November’s winner! 
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