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The 9.1 magnitude earthquake that struck 40 miles off the shoreline of the city of Banda Aceh in 
Indonesia on the morning of December 26, 2004 was the most devastating seen in a century.  Imagine not 
a single structure left standing within a mile of the coastline for the 400 miles from Boston to Washington 
DC.  The world stopped and the massive death toll caught the attention of the entire world.  David Murphy 
a civil engineer from Boston was able to be part of the worldwide outpouring of humanitarian response.  
As we’ve passed the third anniversary of the tsunami, David will describe what these past 3 years were 
like for he and his family living on unstable ground and amongst malaria, typhoid, and dengue fever. 
While at Catholic Relief Services (CRS), David managed their engineering and construction efforts with 
projects ranging from hospitals and markets, to houses and mosques, from village water systems to 
airports, roads, bridges, parks, and dredging.  David will focus his presentation on the pitfalls and rewards 
of international project development and implementation, how to get projects off the ground and moving 
in an international setting, and also describe his humbled respect for the US legal, civil, and regulatory 
systems. 

 

 

March 11, 2008  
UMass L incoln Campus Center  Hotel - Top of Campus, Room 1009 (Amherst Room) 

University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
 

5:30 p.m. Registration/Cocktail Hour        ����       6:30 p.m. Dinner        ����        7:00 p.m. Program 
 

 
Registration Cost:  $35 Members, Private Sector  $40 Non-Members, Private Sector 
          $20 Members, Public Sector     $25 Non-Members, Public Sector 
          $15 Students and Seniors 
 

Dinner :  A buffet dinner selection will be offered. 
 

For reservations, please contact: George Costa, at costace@verizon.net or telephone at (413) 755-4595. 
Checks payable to “ WMB-BSCES”  and mailed to: COSTA CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. • P.O. Box 51493 • Springfield, MA  01151 or 

presented at the door on the day of the event.  No shows will be billed. 
 

 
For Directions:  http://www.aux.umass.edu/directions.php 

 
All reservations must be received no later than March 4, 2008 


